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Possibly the most well-known case of genocide is Hit-
ler’s attempt to exterminate the Jewish people in the first
part of the twentieth century. Also known as the Holo-
caust, the explicit goal of Hitler’s “Final Solution” was the
eradication of European Jewry, as well as the destruction
of other minority groups such as Catholics, people with
disabilities, and homosexuals. With forced emigration,
concentration camps, and mass executions in gas cham-
bers, Hitler’s Nazi regime was responsible for the deaths of
12 million people, 6 million of whom were Jewish. Hitler’s
intent was clear, and the high Jewish death toll certainly
indicates that Hitler and his regime committed genocide.
But how do we understand genocide that is not so overt
and deliberate?

The treatment of aboriginal Australians is also an
example of genocide committed against indigenous people.
Historical accounts suggest that between 1824 and 1908,
White settlers killed more than 10,000 native aborigines in
Tasmania and Australia (Tatz, 2006). Another example is
the European colonization of North America. Some histo-
rians estimate that Native American populations dwindled
from approximately 12 million people in the year 1500 to
barely 237,000 by the year 1900 (Lewy, 2004). European
settlers coerced American Indians off their own lands,
often causing thousands of deaths in forced removals, such
as occurred in the Cherokee or Potawatomi Trail of Tears.
Settlers also enslaved Native Americans and forced them to
give up their religious and cultural practices. But the major
cause of Native American death was neither slavery nor war
nor forced removal: it was the introduction of European
diseases and Indians’ lack of immunity to them. Small-
pox, diphtheria, and measles flourished among indigenous
American tribes who had no exposure to the diseases and
no ability to fight them. Quite simply, these diseases deci-
mated the tribes. How planned this genocide was remains
a topic of contention. Some argue that the spread of disease
was an unintended effect of conquest, while others believe
it was intentional citing rumors of smallpox-infected blan-
kets being distributed as “gifts” to tribes.

Genocide is not a just a historical concept; it is prac-
ticed today. Recently, ethnic and geographic conflicts in
the Darfur region of Sudan have led to hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths. As part of an ongoing land conflict, the
Sudanese government and their state-sponsored Janjaweed
militia have led a campaign of killing, forced displacement,
and systematic rape of Darfuri people. Although a treaty
was signed in 2011, the peace is fragile.

Expulsion

Expulsion refers to a subordinate group being forced, by a
dominant group, to leave a certain area or country. As seen
in the examples of the Trail of Tears and the Holocaust,

expulsion can be a factor in genocide. However, it can
also stand on its own as a destructive group interaction.
Expulsion has often occurred historically with an ethnic
or racial basis. In the United States, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066 in 1942, after the
Japanese government’s attack on Pearl Harbor. The Order
authorized the establishment of internment camps for
anyone with as little as one-eighth Japanese ancestry (i.e.,
one great-grandparent who was Japanese). Over 120,000
legal Japanese residents and Japanese U.S. citizens, many
of them children, were held in these camps for up to four
years, despite the fact that there was never any evidence
of collusion or espionage. (In fact, many Japanese Ameri-
cans continued to demonstrate their loyalty to the United
States by serving in the U.S. military during the War.) In
the 1990s, the U.S. executive branch issued a formal apol-
ogy for this expulsion; reparation efforts continue today.

Segregation

Segregation refers to the physical separation of two
groups, particularly in residence, but also in workplace and
social functions. It is important to distinguish between de
jure segregation (segregation that is enforced by law) and
de facto segregation (segregation that occurs without laws
but because of other factors). A stark example of de jure
segregation is the apartheid movement of South Africa,
which existed from 1948 to 1994. Under apartheid, Black
South Africans were stripped of their civil rights and forci-
bly relocated to areas that segregated them physically from
their White compatriots. Only after decades of degrada-
tion, violent uprisings, and international advocacy was
apartheid finally abolished.

De jure segregation occurred in the United States for
many years after the Civil War. During this time, many
former Confederate states passed Jim Crow laws that
required segregated facilities for Blacks and Whites. These
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In the “Jim Crow” South, it was legal to have “separate but
equal” facilities for Blacks and Whites. (Billiard Hall for Colored by
Marion Post Wolcott/U.S. Farm Security Administration is in the public domain.)
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Police officers are the most visible members of the law
enforcement branch of the criminal justice system and
are charged with maintaining social order by arresting
offenders who violate the law. (OTB St. Louis-274 by Shane McCoy/
Office of Public Affairs/U.S. Marshals Service is used under CC BY 2.0.)

an arrest. Next, the courts carry out adjudication or the
legal processing of offenders to determine their guilt or
innocence and sentencing. The courts serve as the venue
where disputes are settled and justice is administered.
Depending on the offense, either a judge or a jury deter-
mines whether the suspect violated the law and what their
punitive sentence will be. If found guilty by the court,
offenders are then turned over to correctional authorities.
Correctional authorities may include prison wardens or
social workers, depending on the type of offense (“Crimi-
nal Justice,” 2020).

Like all other aspects of criminal justice, the admin-
istration of punishment has taken many different forms
throughout history. Early on, when civilizations lacked
the resources necessary to construct and maintain pris-
ons, exile and execution were the primary forms of pun-
ishment. Historically, shame punishments have also been
used as forms of censure (“Criminal Justice,” 2020).

The most publicly visible form of punishment in the
modern era is the prison. Prisons may serve as detention
centers for prisoners after trial. Jails are used for contain-
ment of the accused before trial. Early prisons were used

KEY TAKEAWAYS

The criminal justice system includes adjudication, wherein
the courts legally process suspects to determine their guilt
or innocence and sentencing. (Dred Scott Courtroom by stepnout is

used under CC BY 2.0.)

primarily to sequester criminals and little thought was
given to living conditions within their walls. In America,
the Quaker movement is commonly credited with estab-
lishing the idea that prisons should be used to reform
criminals. This can also be seen as a critical moment in the
debate regarding the purpose of punishment (“Criminal
Justice,” 2020).

In the United States, criminal justice policy has been
guided by the 1967 President’s Commission on Law
Enforcement and Administration of Justice, which issued
a ground-breaking report titled The Challenge of Crime in
a Free Society. This report made more than 200 recommen-
dations as part of a comprehensive approach toward crime
prevention. Some of those recommendations found their
way into the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968. The commission advocated a “systems” approach
to criminal justice, with improved coordination among law
enforcement, courts, and correctional agencies. The com-
mission defined the criminal justice system as the means
for society to “enforce the standards of conduct necessary
to protect individuals and the community” (President’s
Commission, 1967, p. 7).

* While sociologists debate exactly how social classes are * Many Americans believe in a simple three-class model that
divided, there is substantial evidence that socioeconomic statughcludes the rich or upper class, the middle class, and the poor
is tied to tangible advantages and outcomes. or working class.

 Social class in the United States is a controversial issue, withe Social class is correlated to environmental hazards that increase
social scientists disagreeing over models, de nitions, and evenone’s risk of contracting a disease or sustaining an injury; low
the basic question of whether or not distinct classes exist. access to fresh produce, exercise facilities, and preventative



